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[ Abstract] Objective: To investigate the protective effect of quercetin (Qu) on articular cartilage of
knee osteoarthritis and its mechanism by inhibiting p38 mitogen activated protein kinase (MAPK) signaling
pathway. Method: Through the network pharmacology technology, we scientifically predicted and analyzed the
target factors and signal pathways of Qu in the protection of articular cartilage in patients with osteoarthritis. We

selected a prediction pathway closely related to osteoarthritis and validated it by cell experiment in vitro. The best
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intervention concentration of the drug was selected by cell counting kit-8 (CCK-8) method. The osteoarthritis
and its closely related inflammatory factors interleukin(IL)-18 and tumor necrosis factor( TNF)-a were detected
by enzyme linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA). The expression of related mRNA and protein in p38 signal
pathway after Qu intervention were detected by quantitative real time polymerase chain reaction(Real-time PCR)
and Western blot. Result: It was predicted that MAPK signal pathway was closely related to osteoarthritis by
network pharmacology, and p38 MAPK pathway, which was most closely related to osteoarthritis, was selected
for study. The results showed that 100 pmol-L" Qu had the most obvious effect in decreasing the expression of
related inflammatory factors, inhibited the expression of p38, phosphorylated (p)-p38, matrix metalloproteinase-
13 (MMP-13) , A disintegrin-like and metalloproteinase with thrombospondin type-1 motifs-4 (ADAMTS-4) in the
pathway, and promoted the expression of Collagen Il . Conclusion: Qu could decrease the expression of cartilage
inflammatory factors in the prevention and treatment of osteoarthritis, and the effect can be well developed by
intervening and inhibiting p38 MAPK pathway related factor expression level. All the results show that Qu can decrease
osteoarthritis inflammatory factors and protect articular cartilage in patients with osteoarthritis.
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1), ##1k (p)-p38 MAPK,B-L 5 & 1 (B-actin) $i
R DTEgE YR A R A F i S 5r5k
ab51072, ab47363, ab34712, AF4001, TA-09) ; fi# 5
A FE 4 R B -4 (ADAMTS-4, € [/ Abcam 2y
Al it 5 ab185722) 5 {7 5 il #% FH K7 5] SB203580
(MedChemExpress /A fl , it 5 HY-10256) ; % % 5% i
# & (Roche, 1t 5 04379012001 ) ; 35 H2 i 48 1k ¥y iy
(HRP)Z5 & I E P b i, B 2R Jie i e (v, 240 it i
Bk H (CCK-8) ; 1L-18, TNF-« Jifi B 4 92 W Fff I 22
(ELISA) Xl & (BE R AW R AR A A L 5
GB23303, G3660, cck805, EK301B/3-96, EK382/3-
96) . trizol ik 7 (Invitrogen A @ , it 5 15596026 ;
Stepone plus 8 52 )t 7& & 2 & B 55 X e N (PCROAX
(ABI A #]); SW-CJ-1FD B 15 TAE G (g 0
A]) ; NanoDrop2000 %Y # 5§t & 43 % )6 & 1T (Thermo
2 A]) s DYCZ-24DN B H 3k A CAE 30 78 — XA ) s
Trans Blot Turbo % #% f5 {X ( 3¢ [/ Bio Rad A @ ) ;
Axiovert 40 B T 7 85 (18 [F Zeiss A A ). 519
AR FE4E A Y B A B\ (D) TS,
W1,

x1 5l9FE5

Table 1 List of primer sequences

GiEY| Jr31(5-3") i’f
p38 MAPK Liif GTGCCCGAACGATACCAGAAC 287
Fii# TGAATTCCTCCAGTGACCTTGC
MMP-13  LJif CTATCCCTTGATGCCATTACCAG 212
Fif TAAGGTCACGGGATGGATGTTC
ADAMTS-4 }if ACCGTCAAGGCTCCTTCTGG 241

T ACCAAGTTGACAGGGTTTCGG

Collagen I [} ACGCTACACTCAAGTCACTGAACAAC 175
F{if TCAATCCAGTAGTCTCCGCTCTTC

B-actin -9 GTGACGTTGACATCCGTAAAGA 136

Fiif GTAACAGTCCGCCTAGAAGCAC

AT H A SR 52560 R I 1S i SPF 2% f B f
SD K, W Tl e s W EFHARA A&
PR IE S SCXK (5 )20140007, 44 i 7 30~50 g,
S 28 1 AR R BE 2 R [ i B e S 3 sl 48 P 2
B2 E (HE 5 AWE-2019-044) , 5256 53 F2 45 &
SIS Bl ) 48 BB R AT SE L RE -
2 HiE
2.1 M} B2 X OA 1 W 4% 2 B 2 BF 58 GE &
SwissTargetPrediction % i J& A6 & 11 I 4} Fz 25 A 5%

B AR AR 2R B X N ) A R e R AE
Cytoscape 3.6.1 B4 (Jil1 52 K Genome A ) , i 15 b,
B A e RS RS S B M 4
Online Mendelian Inheritance in Man %t 8 J&
(OMIM) , Therapeutic Target Database %¥ #fi /&
(TTD) , ist f& 25 3 5= 5 25 W) I 41 = 48
(PharmGKB ) X} 5 B ¥ 515 R A & 19 §E S 174 &R
i 356 , 9K J5 4 U 0k 45 R 2 A # Cytoscape #fFHr, %
FH Bisogenet 2 1) {5 J5. 2 47fi 12 A -1 5647 4 -HE 4
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A (] 8 00 PR 22 ) 0GR xS 4k B A o [ R A
43590 R F 3 AR AR (GO 43 Bt B st i 3 R 5 3 R 4
A R4 A5 (KEGG) 43 Bt , B8 I — )2 1l & 30 5% 1) B
BRERESBEWHRTRZEMAHLR.
2.2 HCEANMPREEC 1R SD M K BUK L
AEFE IER B A G R 75% CBEEATIR 0. $2HUR
BB SR AT B A R T, B 1% AUBE
B W 2 h 2% vh v W (PBS) wh vk L ¥ 41 4B R 4
1 mm’ B 38 i 0.25% [ 8 1 B 17 T 1L, T4 kst
6] 30 min, - 5% FH 80l IS VA TTH Ak 4 he BCR AN
JitL % BE Ry 2x10° A~ /mL K H A F 25 em’ 55 37 il
L E T 5% CO,,37 °CHE R 3 IR 46, 5 9% 5 i i 73
BRI AC AN M o Y AN A B TR (A F)
IR VG THT AR 80% B ) #E AT 240 A A% 4K, Lh ] 123, 24 4% )
S AR A LR A A K R AT S
2.3 PP U €0 TR A I B A M O R G
T UM, F Sx10* A LR T 6 FLAR I . 2440
Jf e 2K B R IR — 2 DA RS R £ B
SE o SR MR S min S5 ¥ AT I HY R R e, Y
15 min J5 sk, BIRE AWK, )5, A TK
OB & A AT S
2.4  CCK-8 ki VM B R e A TPk iE 5 Fb %5
JE ¥4 2 000 A~/4L , B4 5 A2 AL, AN BE S e
WL VLR (AL OE W S e SRR, 25
AR 10 pg L' IL-18 40 B A P BE 52 24 h
IERECE T e g S R D) | NN SR e
100 wL, 259 44 43 7 m A % 0, 50, 100, 150, 200,
400, 600 pmol- L' AN [m] ¥ BE (1 Mk Bz 3R 1% 95 56, i
24 hJi , BALIMA CCK-8 % 10 wL,37 °CH¥H 2 h,
L 450 nm I K0 45 LAY IOGE A .
2.5 WA kTE LKL N 64 (WI~W6),
Br W1 HAAS AT 10 g L IL-18 8E 47T b 2
37°C,5% CO, K592 24 h, T WG, W14, W2
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45 min, YR . 55 IA Y B AW (TMB) , S,
20 min J5 % & & 11, 7F 30 min N 3% F B Fr {0 2

450 nm JE K A4,
2.7 SEHF ARG = RS B BE X N (Real-time
PCR) 40 p38 {55 % i i *F p38 MAPK,MMP-13,

ADAMTS-4, Collagen I mRNA #3i5/KF & 440
e 2 Ja ﬁ%ﬁi%?%ﬁFPBs%ﬁiﬁ‘ﬁﬂﬁm
U o B 20 M N N RNA il 32 ¥ (trizoD) , i@ H trizol
EEHUE RNA, #2 HU58 85 5 8 Nanodrop 2000 £
% 2H RNA K J¥ . 4% I Thermo x ¥ 3¢ it 77 &
(RevertAid First Strand ¢DNA Synthesis Kit) ¥
mRNA % # 3% 13 ¢cDNA, ff | LightCycler 480 Real-
time PCR A AT 4 34 A& I, 45 FH 25 L J B A4 &
(12.5 pL SYBR Premix Ex Tag 1I ,2.5 uL cDNA,
2.0 uL £ 5% ) 8.0 uL ddH,0) , 2 B 4 1 95 °C
AR 10 min, 95 °CAPE 155,60 °CiE Kk 155,72 °C
FEAH 15 s, 2 40 /N 9E B 5 3 #2695 °C 55,65 °C
60 s; V4 H L, A N A 3R A I EUE T AR
FH 2486

2.8 & M ¥ El Ik 3k (Western blot) ¥ I p38
MAPK {5 5 i #% o A 5¢ 4 1 p38 MAPK, p-p38
MAPK, MMP-13, Collagen II %2 ADAMTS-4 ] % ik
KA UL T e UG SR R IR L, vk, R
2w vk B 2R 30 min, B = B O EE
12 000 r*min”,4 °C, &> 10 min, #2 BUR & A IE K,
K BCA P v 8 ) e i 9 &l o B (MR .
Yk, BB R BE— P (1: 1 000 5% R Ag 4= 0%, # iz 1k
KM 5%BSA),4 °CiEH —& . FiH TBST 2% vh il £
R B, WU, AR S mine RJE K B
TBST %z il #i B 3 000 4%, % I T 9% & 30 min /5,
T F TBST 2% i 75 % I B €2, 35 ¥k , &K 5 min.
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Fig. 2 Extraction and identification of rat chondrocytes(toluidine

blue, x100)

3.3 MR T IL-18 U5 5 1B A8 59T 3 I R ARk
JE B G AR M R 26 R B SGT BCE Anif  dR
Rk B R CCK-8 L 34T i £ . 10 gL' IL-181
SEEREFERLREFE 24 h &M E A9 0 wmol- L ZH 40 Jig 7%
THEBMFARERNE A4, HERAERIT¥E
SCL U8 I TR e B R 10 g LA TL-18 4 1 24 h Al
BUPNETE R i O T e S R R A ') I i 5
5 1E 8 58 4 8% 35 L8 35 A0 R AR 56T BCE 40 Y A
JH 3% 3 FH FE L 100 wmol- L A8 4 e 25 1 151 40 114 400 i
WA SRRV RN, AWESIT a8 2R
(P<0.05) , it W i iz 2% d5c A 1k B2 2 100 pmol -
L', ARWF5E)E 228 H 100 wmol - L B # i 2 2847+
i, WLFR 2.

®2 FEREMEESFRE0 pg- L IL- 1B FRESEH%E
BBE S (G+s,n=5)

Table 2 Effect of quercetin on activity of degenerative articular

chondrocytes treated with 10 pg+ L' IL-18 (X+s,n=5)

21 ) 4+ /wmol - L*! 015
EgE| 0.93+0.12
ik e % 0 0.44+0.03"

50 0.87+0.20
100 0.91+0.17>
200 0.72+0.31
400 0.660.14
600 0.50+0.08

W AR MAIL-18, 555 (4 4 P<0.05, 55 0 pmol L
4 e 2 P<0.05,
3.4 it B R X p38 MAPK {5 53 b i R ML ¥
FIKACERy s WA AR ML 3E 5% B AR bR A,

FIIH ELISA il I %5 % ' p38 MAPK {5 5 i f#% -
W R 7 IL-18, TNF-a [ F ik K . | Ji ELISA
R BRI B, 28 (4 IL-18, TNF-a 263k K - 5 A%,
B AR, B H AR EEES, U] 10 pg L
() TL-18 ] LA 5] 18 4 i i 745 ; [R] i, 5 B AL 21 R
PE D 26 1k K SF A8 H DM SO 20 5 H 36 38 /K R &L
ARTA], % Jo W i 22 5, U 0.1% DMSO X 4K i 4t
J 5 M TR 9 22 38 A S R, TE Wk O 3 0.1% B
Al LA JH DMSO B b % 5 ok % fi BH BT 5
SB203580, 5 45 7 21 4 P A F- 3¢ 3k /K S A He i A2
F 41, p38 MAPK {55 *5 i i FH W 771 20 A1 4 Kz 35 Jn
p38 MAPK 5 5 i fif BH W 351 20 35 ] LA % R AIG 1R A2
BCHr 20 5 Pk PR 1 R GA B R R 5 RH T R B A
MBS, RAPER FRIKAKF R, ZRARITHE
X (P<0.05) , it B4 Kz 2 F1 SB203580 4 H AT F A% 4%
B 20 M M R 3RO R T AR T AR AL, (LA e R
B4 F 55 F SB203580. L# 3.

R3 W EXT p38 MAPK {5 518 B E i & 1 B F IL-18, TNF-a

FRIEKFE (F+s,n=3)
Table 3 Effect of quercetin on expression of IL-18 and TNF-a in

upstream of p38 MAPK signaling pathway (X+s,n=3) ng-L!

151 IL-18 TNF-a

W1 45.43+0.52 30.53+1.12

w2 80.03+2.52" 47.03+£0.83"

w3 78.33£1.97 45.47+2.13

w4 66.53+0.872+3) 38.07+0.432:3)

W5 56.07+1.362+%) 34.36+1.612:3)

Wé 49.70+0.55% 28.81+£0.21%

5 W1 4L L8V P<0.055 15 W2 41 b 42 P<0.05;5 15 W6 4l
H AV P<0.05(F4,5[H) .

3.5 Western blot 4l £ 41 40 il p38 MAPK {5 =i
#% A 65 1 p38 MAPK, p-p38 MAPK,MMP-13,
Collagen [ 2 ADAMTS-4 [ ik KV 4538 5w,
W14 Collagen Il /) 33k KF e fm , W2 5 ik, W
4 MMP-13, p38 MAPK, p-p38 MAPK, ADAMTS-4
FRK VMR, W2 L kK e, H %A B
PR 25 UL 10 wg L' Y IL-18 AT #il i 4% 15 240 i
MMP-13, p38 MAPK, p-p38 MAPK } ADAMTS-4
B3k, Il Collagen I (92635, 51 4B 40 f B
A5 5 W2 A K [ R A KA L W3 4 5 3Rk KR
REOH A, =35 W] W2 5, 301 0.1% DMSO X 4K
B 40 1 2R 3K AT SR, 0.1% DMSO ¥ i 1] R
Sk ) K 5 i SB203580, 5 W2 41 AH Hb i e R 4L,
p38 MAPK 5 53 fif BH Wy 751 20 L K At Bz 2% i BHL 1 751
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20 ¥y T DL AT AR IR AR AR R 4 i MMP-13, p38
MAPK, p-p38 MAPK, ADAMTS-4 i 3% ik , [A] i
Collagen Il iy F ik W] i b Jb, HohBE A N B &
KKV A B WY, 25 S e i aE S, U T B2

ORI BH B 771 SB203580 ¥ H A ot A% K B 40 i p38
MAPK 15 53 1% A5G 2 1 2 38 K 18 {EL#
W FEAE AR 255 F SB203580 FH W & . WL
4,183,

*4 WEETFHE OAKB LMD p38 MAPK, p-p38 MAPK,MMP-13,ADAMTS-4, Collagen Il & B K% (F+s,n=3)

Table 4 Expression of p38 MAPK, p-p38 MAPK, MMP-13, ADAMTS-4 and Collagen Il in OA chondrocytes after quercetin intervention

(X+s5,n=3)
21 51 p38 MAPK p-p38 MAPK MMP-13 ADAMTS-4 Collagen Il
W1 0.032+0.024 0.061+0.003 0.056+0.008 0.097+0.073 0.990+0.011
w2 1.167+0.052" 1.023+0.043" 1.259+0.033" 1.240+0.013" 0.452+0.025"
W3 1.051£0.008 0.963+0.031 0.944+0.017 0.989+0.002 0.184+0.063
w4 0.927+0.0712-% 1.127+0.0132-% 0.639+0.0022-% 0.689+0.043% 0.528+0.0132-%
W5 0.650+0.0222-% 0.623+0.0072-% 0.568+0.0532+%) 0.499+0.023% 0.718+0.006>%
W6 0.185+0.0122 0.285+0.013% 0.209+0.093% 0.218+0.081% 0.876+0.031
ADAMTS-4, Collagen I mRNA B ik /K P 45 5%
p38 MAPK S SRS S s s 1) kDa

P-P38 MAPK |5 S SIS S S s 43 kDa

MMP-13 —«.---— 54 kDa
ADAMTS-4 --..--- 90 kDa

Collagen]] D www === i SN SN :) (D

JB-actin -.““ 42 kDa

w1l w2 w3 w4 w5 W6
E3 WEETFTHEOARS A+ p38 MAPK, p-p38 MAPK,
MMP-13,ADAMTS-4, Collagen Il & B %%
Fig. 3  Expression of p38 MAPK, p-p38 MAPK, MMP-13,
ADAMTS-4 and Collagen Il in OA chondrocytes after quercetin in-

tervention

3.6 Real-time PCR 44544 40 il p38 MAPK {55
5o g b oM e A p38 MAPK, MMP-13,

7R, W14l Collagen I mRNA K ik /KFEixE,
W2 4 % ik K F &K, W1 41 MMP-13 mRNA, p38
MAPK mRNA i ik 7KV e I, W2 4 3% 35 7K - i
L H o E A RS U 10 pg- LT IL-18 7]
] 384 45 H 41 i MMP-13, p38 MAPK, ADAMTS-4
() 23K, IR Collagen I (1 1k , 5| 1 45 H 40 g 1B
A% s [R5 W2 4 A H, DMSO 4 5 H 346 38 /K SF R 8L
AR, % JC W i 25 5%, Ui 0.1% A9 DM SO X 81
i M BE R ) R R A R . 5 A 2 3R GR UK F A
EU L M 7 25 4 L L U 590 20 B At Rz 2% L U 551 441 459 T
AR R AGIR AR KB 40 il MMP-13, p38 MAPK,
ADAMTS-4 mRNA /) % ik , [d] Bt 7+ & Collagen I
mRNA [ &35 (HJE 44 W B, 58 B3 5K K OF i
AR, 25 5 E Gt R S0, Ul AR Bz R R B
7 SB203580 ¥4 H A7 AH [A] 4 F , 072 %11 40 i p38
MAPK 15 53 f# H A 56 35 R 3 3K 7K (E i AR
FHE TR . W& s,

x5 WEETFHEOAREHMAF p38 MAPK,MMP-13, ADAMTS-4, Collagen I mRNA B3R EKFE (5+s5,n=3)
Table 5 Expression levels of p38 MAPK, MMP-13, ADAMTS-4 and Collagen I mRNA in OA chondrocytes after quercetin intervention

(x+s,n=3)

2851 p38 MAPK ADAMTS-4 Collagen Il MMP-13
W1 0.493+0.014 0.461+0.003 1.024+0.015 0.542+0.075
w2 1.254+0.032" 1.663+0.022" 0.462+0.072" 1.010+0.102"
w3 1.131+0.008 1.2114+0.016 0.413+£0.016 0.956+0.019
w4 0.998+0.12122:% 0.901+0.071%3 0.464+0.001%3 0.891+0.021%3
W5 0.592+0.032%3 0.714+0.012%3 0.631+0.012%3 0.832+0.047%3
weo 0.499+0.018% 0.619+0.088> 1.011+0.003% 0.788+0.015%
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T A ) 4% 2 B R R X I A T 2
53 5 /E s L 66 4, f 35 MMP % , ALOX %
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A AT R R RO MR . R
GO 43 T kb B AR S B4, & B 70000 $E 45 9 K 22 100 ML
PR, 490 G 3 R S AR, A2 0 OB R TR i AR R
R, NO AR it B, HLAR & Ak, 41 iz sh 8 1, A
I A R o LA A DG B Y T AZ T BEAIG,
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(NOS) il 350 %5 41 1 4515 2 AL 24U NO 1 BT A
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WS B EEREEBEANT LR FEEED
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FH s 2 A: 2 A B 0 SR A0 i o sk s 4 A R KGE It
00 B W WA PR (TIL-1, TL-6) |, B A i 400 i 3%
PE U B R BRI M G T R B R KURS | R
BF AU Mk B B i 4 2E b mT RE R B I R —
Gl & RS AR BNk FE T R A0 A T
G I U E A A SR S ]}
0% 15 240 6 mT R R 1 AR Ak 5 1 e I 4 e
BT R AR B A TR R AR AL S X
B B BRN W ST 5 AT O

15530 B e 0 76 AR 2 50 h ol B AR Y
P, X 5 38 R I KEGG i & 4 40 0, i
FHZ A5 EBAAEMECH, TS 5 HE s
KT RWGFTEEZ %, WRIETWLR LR,
MAPK 5 5 38 [ , 43 W B % & /8- & (1 (Wnt/8-
catenin) {5 % 38 [ , 7% %% 5% [ F -« B (NF-«B) {5 5 i#
B K EIE T N T (HIF) -1 {5 5 8 % , Hedgehog /5 5
i %, Notch {5 5 38 % 55 AH OC 38 8% 43 ) 5 B 1 6
G AT AN [R) R BE B A 1 o AR5 IS ) QG ) Wt/

FH MAPK 5 5l [ W2 A 5 0 45 B P DG 7 R
BRI S5 S R %, MAPK M 415 5 % 1Y %
T AT e B o 4 e AR I Y R AT R AR R A i
F18) 200 60080 1 B e 3R B — R B R NF-kB {5 5
T R BRI 2 5 Z R LR R R JF A
SR E PR DG R EEIR B R AR kR LA
540 Y 48 P B2 Y, Noteh {5 53 B8 F 9 43 3IE
CHy 20 A S () R AR 0 3 R R 2 A Y
A I 5 e B ry 2 o A0 AR, T AR RT 5 e MMIP-13
M VEGFA ) %35 , e & 2 BOCHT JCH B IR

I RS 56 351 1Y p38 MAPK 5 53 % 75 OA %
R A0 M Rk RO R T OA R LR R 1Y
WG S JF H X 565 5 % 0 2o W 4% 25
B2 H R WU A MAPK {5 53 [ . FAN 2820 B 5%
LW, OA G BB WA BEIR L 1Y p38 & W ik /& T
EH TR A8, 5 ERK B % — 3.
RASHEED %:*jf i Real-time PCR, Western blot %5
S TR OA B 4 Ml N & L T p38 MAPK a,
p38 MAPK y Ml p38 MAPK 6 iy % ik , 1H p38
MAPK B 1) 2% ik A £ I 21, 7] i, B 52 % W] IL-18 7]
DL 2 42 7 p38 MAPK o, p38 MAPK vy i i 2 1k 7K
- (HXT p38 MAPK 8 3% A W W /E F , 5 38 I 1) BT
BV ZR . XU %P1 Western blot 55 J7 72 #]
H1T p38 MAPK {5 53 % £ OA i 4 M U/ 1~ b 1
ME R, CREY . RN, 75 RAEHCHE H TP, p3s
MAPK {55 5 i % 19 3006 7T LA 5 RE R F [ TNF-a,
IL-18,NO, # A L Y5 AL i (SOD) i 43 W 3 i 4
J& & 1 8 (MMP-3, MMP-9, MMP-13) 145 4 1fil /]y
WEE MR EASEHNENMREREZLEEEA
ADAMTS-4, ADAMTS-5) %5 /) £ 35 , IH It Collagen
I R A, 51 R AL SR B A0 B e O T o A A0 il -
B WESE, M N OA 6 T B T B IO Y
p38 MAPK {5 5 il % 1) T il i] ik 21| R 45 1 515 R
K BT IR RO

A 5] FH G SCHk %2 B0, a3 AR A IR A 56T R AN
MR A ik B L2, QIN @ it 10 pg L
9 B Z B (LPS) T 100 1E % %CH 40 i 8 h bl oy 15 51 1R
AR ST 4, LPS 1l 35 % IL-18, TNF-a %5 4 i
P 1 2635, {H R 0 7 YA AE FH T NF-«B 38 B2, 1
A YR S 55 5 AR 5 38 I A5 2 p38 MAPK G % .
WA B R 10 wg- LAY IL-18 T 1 4d B 4
20 24 h, 24k 00 A5 2 R AR R i i e g 4R
PE R F B 5 40 M & A Rk R, KR BL S B PR
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